
Disease prevention for both humans and animals begins with effective mosquito control to 
reduce the spread of mosquito-borne viruses… 

All mosquitoes lay eggs in water, and they need precious little of it. Reducing, if not eliminating, 
standing water is the first step in eradicating the mosquito threat. 

Mosquitoes can begin to multiply in any puddle or standing water that lasts for more than four 
days! Mosquito breeding sites can be anywhere. Take action to reduce the number of mosquitoes 
around your home and neighborhood. 

Remove areas of standing water around your home. Here are some suggestions:  

Keep mosquitoes out of your house by repairing any holes in your screens and making sure they 
are tightly attached to all your doors and windows. 

Look around outside your house for containers and other things that might collect water and turn 
them over, regularly empty them, or dispose of them.  

Dispose of tin cans, plastic containers, ceramic pots or similar water-holding containers that have 
accumulated on your property.  Do not overlook containers that have become overgrown by 
aquatic vegetation. 

Recycle discarded tires.  Used tires have become the most important domestic mosquito producer 
in this country.  

Clean and chlorinate swimming pools that are not being used.  A pool that is left untended for a 
month can produce enough mosquitoes to result in neighborhood-wide complaints.  

Aerate ornamental pools or stock them with fish.  Water gardens are fashionable, but become 
major mosquito produces if they are allowed to stagnate.  

 Drill holes in the bottom of recycling containers that are left outdoors so that water can drain 
out. 

Clean clogged roof gutters; remove leaves and debris that may prevent drainage of rainwater. 

Turn over plastic wading pools and wheelbarrows when not in use. 

Change the water in birdbaths every few days; aerate ornamental ponds or stock them with fish. 

Keep swimming pools clean and properly chlorinated; remove standing water from pool covers. 

Use landscaping to eliminate standing water that collects on your property. 

If you have any type of boat on your property, make sure it is not collecting water.  Cover it or 
flip it over if possible. 
 


